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Casa del Mar has one of those views that remains in your memory even after you’ve left. 
The “Hotel by the Sea” overlooks the Pacific Ocean and a wide expanse of beachfront 
property —better known as Santa Monica Beach— enhanced by a backdrop that 

encompasses California’s mountainous terrain and a pier illuminated by carnival lights and a 
revolving Ferris wheel. It is a vision that suggests both tranquility and adventure –two ideas 
that rank highly on my must-haves list when it comes to choosing a vacation destination. But 
there is so much more to this seaside sanctuary than its magnificent view.

Find sanctuary at Santa Monica Beach’s Casa del Mar  
W o r d s  b y  V a n e s s a  P a s c a l e

Beauty 
 Beach

 a t
t h e

Photo courtesy of Hotel Casa del Mar



MIAMI LIVING 133

TRAVEL   

Inside the stately hotel is a space 
that fosters comfort and luxury. Dual 
staircases lead to a cavernous lobby 
outfitted with an eclectic mix of casual 
coastal-inspired seating and cabana-like 
alcoves where you can relax and enjoy 
light bites and libations. From this area, 
you have a view of their two restaurants: 
Terrazza Lounge (great for breakfast, 
lunch, small plates, and cocktails) and 
Catch (modern American seafood). 
Beyond the wall of windows in the dining 
area is a tropical oasis with sky-high palm 
trees, a winding bike path bordered 
by sandy beach, and crashing waves. I 
suggest reserving a table at Catch for 
dinner so that you can watch the sun set over a 
plate of Day Boat Scallops or their juicy Ribeye 
Bone-In Steak. Terrazza’s Crab Benedict is another 
must-try for brunch –when the view is equally as 
appealing sun soaked.

Rooms vary in size and include spacious 
accommodations like the Presidential Suite, 
Penthouse Three-Bedroom Suite, and Palm Terrace 
Room, which boasts its own patio and personal 

reading library. My deluxe room featured rows of 
windows that allowed lots of natural light in and 
provided views of the ocean and sister property, 
Shutters on the Beach. At the center of my elegant 
room, which was bathed in a soothing palette of 
soft blues and bright whites, was a four poster bed 
wrapped in pristine, white Italian linens. It was always 
nice to return to my room in the evening to find that 
my drapes had been drawn, the bed turned down, 
and a bucket of ice, and bottled water waiting.  The 

robe and comfy white house slippers set out by 
the bed were another appreciated touch. My room 
was equipped with the requisite accoutrements: 
42-inch LCD flat screen, Bluetooth speaker system, 
Keurig coffee machine, minibar, and in-room 
safe. The bathroom was a spa-like retreat with its 
Italian marble, glass enclosed shower, signature 
MALIN+GOETZ products, and hydrothermal massage 
tub (which had a candle and set of matches on it – 
to help facilitate a relaxing ambiance). 
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On property amenities include valet parking, 
swimming pool, deck, and Jacuzzi, Sea Wellness Spa, 
and strength and training yoga studio, which offer 
personal training sessions. There is no better way to 
experience Santa Monica Beach than by bicycle, and 
with the Santa Monica bike path (which runs parallel 
to the ocean) just steps away from the hotel, this is a 
must. Fortunately, Casa del Mar guests can rent bikes 
from Shutters on the Beach next door.  Get some 
exercise, catch some rays, and take in the beauty that 
is Santa Monica Beach. 

Casa del Mar’s prime location makes it easy to 
explore Los Angeles  —West Hollywood and Beverly 
Hills are less than 15 miles away, and there’s a 
complimentary Audi house car that takes guests 
anywhere within a 3-mile radius, which is nice as 
there are a wealth of fantastic restaurants, lounges, 
nightlife, and shopping nearby. Not sure where to 
start? Head over to the Santa Monica Promenade, 
and explore from there. This luxurious beachfront 
property offers you a taste of California living at 
its best. And while it will be hard to say goodbye 
your last day here, you’ll leave refreshed, with 
fond memories, and a mental snapshot of that 
stunning view, which you will definitely find yourself 
referencing when you’re back at work. ML

For more information, visit: 
https://www.hotelcasadelmar.com/ 

or call 310-581-5533.

Casa del Mar is located at 1910 Ocean Way, 
Santa Monica, CA 90405
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